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Perspectives 



“No one ever expects the Spanish Inquisition”  



Up in the Air 



A completely different perspective  



Black Swans and White Whales 



 “We never imagined it could be this bad” 



Unrest at Popocatepetl, Mexico (2012)  



Maybe all swans are white. 



Domino Effect 



We need a bestiary. 
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Cascade Event 



Japanese Earthquake and Tsunami (2011) 



Daichi Fukushima Nuclear Facility (2011) 
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Washington D.C. power outage  
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Eyjafjallajokull cancellations  



Grimsvotn Eruption (2012) 



Landslide types. 



“Those that fail to learn from history,  

are doomed to repeat it.” 

                                --George Santayana 



Flooding in Sacramento, CA (1862) 



Flooding in Florence, Italy (1966) 
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Growing potatoes in the Andes. 



Using new technology. 



Mobile Phone Penetration in Africa  

>50% 



Acqua Alta 

 

High Water in Venice 



Piazza San Marco 



Acqua Alta 



SMS Alert 



Flooding in Montpellier, Vermont 



Montpelier Flood Alert 



Flooding in Bangladesh 



Bangladesh trial alert system 



Planting Rice in Nepal 



Rice planting in Nepal 



Onset of the Summer Monsoon 



Flooding in Buenos Aires, Argentina 



Buenos Aires flood 



Flooding on the Mississippi River 



Levee breach 



Citizen patrols ??? 



Honda – Call home 



Honda GPS tracks: Open roads 



Social Media 





United States Geological Survey 

 

Twitter Earthquake Project 



Tweets after the Washington, D.C. Earthquake 



Twitter calls after D.C. earthquake 
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CrisisCamp Haiti 

 

Crisis Commons 

Random Hacks of Kindness 



Geo-Eye Imagery 



Geo-Eye image of Port au Prince 



Need for a good base map 

Available Actual 



 

Tweak The Tweet 



TWEET-BEFORE: Mirna Nazaire lives in P-A-P at 

Bizoton 6#12. Entire neighborhood without food. People 

are dying.  

 

TWEET-AFTER: #haiti #need food #name Mirna Nazaire 

lives in #loc PAP at Bizoton 6 #12 #info neighborhood w/o 

food. People dying 



Person Finder 



Google Person Finder 



Google Person Finder 



We don’t yet know what the limits 

of the new technology might be… 

…but we need to find out. 



One final thought….. 



“No one ever wants to think about the Spanish 
Inquisition”  



But they would be happy to think about 

Sangria 

Tapas 

Paella 

Flamenco 

Velazquez 

Cervantes 

and most other aspects of Spanish culture. 

 

 



People will only begin to think about 

the unthinkable if they see other 

benefits in doing so. 

 

 

  



Wrong way to begin the conversation: 

 

“You need to think about this because 

otherwise we are all going to die.” 

 

 

  



Better way to begin the conversation: 

 

“You need to think about this because 

addressing this problem will bring the 

following benefits to your citizens.” 

 

 

  



 

 

Siyabonga 

 

Dankie 

 

Thank you 


